Paranasal sinus disease with intracranial extension: aspergillosis versus malignancy.
Aspergillus is a fungus with world-wide distribution and a common endogenous contaminate of the upper respiratory tract. It has become an increasingly recognized pathogen in the paranasal sinuses. In its pathologic state it presents in one of several forms that may represent a continuum of the disease: allergic, noninvasive, invasive, and fulminant. The progression and prognosis of these disease depends on the location and immunologic status of the patient. This case represents the fourth reported case of a nonimmunologic compromised patient with intracranial extension of aspergillosis. The patient presented with unilateral pansinusitis and radiographic evidence of orbital and anterior cranial fossa invasion. This case illustrates the difficulty of establishing the diagnosis of invasive aspergillosis and differentiating it from neoplastic entities. Radiographs and photomicrographs will be presented to establish this premise.